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Professor Dazhi XI
Assistant Professor 
Department of Earth Sciences

‘Studying climate change is 
looking into the future for me, 
and when I look into the future, 
staying positive is the key. I enjoy 
sitcoms and stand-up comedy, as 
laughter is the best medicine.’

‘I would consider my research a success if it can save 
one life during an extreme weather event.’

．	 PhD in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Princeton University; BSc in Atmospheric Sciences from 
Nanjing University

．	 Joined HKU Science as his first academic position, starting an exciting journey in climate research and 
education

．	 Specialises in studying the impacts of climate change on extreme weather, particularly tropical cyclones, 
using physics-based models and statistical methods. His research focuses on climatology, risk estimation, and 
uncertainties in climate projections

 

 

 

Professor Atsushi SUZUKI
Assistant Professor 
Department of Mathematics

‘I was asked to write “an interesting insight beyond 
the world of science, giving readers a glimpse into your 
multifaceted personality”, but I’ve decided to focus on 
things beyond the world of science only after I secure 
tenure!’

‘There’s no such 
thing as a free lunch.’

．	 PhD in Information Science and Technology from the University of Tokyo

．	 Before joining HKU, Atsushi was an Assistant Professor (UK Lecturer) in Machine Learning at King’s College London, focusing on topics such as calculus, 
algorithms, and computability theory

．	 Passionate about exploring the diverse ways mathematics can provide insights, with a current focus on machine learning theory
.

Science Sparks 
STUDENTS’ 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Dr Dengping LYU, a recent PhD graduate in the Department of Chemistry and now a postdoctoral 
researcher at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), was selected as a Schmidt Science Fellow —
one of the most prestigious postdoctoral fellowships highly regarded in the global scientific community. She 
is the first scholar nominated by a university in Hong Kong to receive this honour, joining an elite group of 32 
early-career scientists worldwide. 

Lyu’s research focuses on colloidal synthesis and self-assembly, creating hierarchical superstructures with 
potential applications in sensing, catalysis, and optics. With the fellowship, she will pivot to materials 
engineering, aiming to design intelligent materials inspired by living systems. Her work holds the promise 
of revolutionising fields like biomedicine, soft robotics, and electronics.

Megan ANGELES (second from the left), a BSc student majoring in Risk Management, played a pivotal 
role as the Risk Control Analyst for Team ChroCare, which won the Champion’s Title in the HKGCC 
Business Case Competition 2024 (Chevalier Group Track).
The team impressed judges with their advanced customer sentiment analysis, financial modelling, market 
forecasting, and risk assessment, showcasing the comprehensive skills developed during their undergraduate 
studies. This victory highlights HKU’s commitment to fostering real-world problem-solving and collaboration 
across disciplines.

A team of undergraduate astronomy enthusiasts earned a bronze medal at the International Space 
Science and Scientific Payload Competition (ISSSP2024). Supervised by Dr Andreas RITTER 
from the HKU Laboratory for Space Research (LSR), the team led by Physics student Nok Him WONG and 
included members Pak Hei LAM, Kiu Ching LEE and Tsz Yau Martin WONG (all from Physics), as well 
as Ngai CHU (Chemistry).

Their innovative project addresses space debris and sustainability by using electromagnets and lasers to de-orbit 
debris, contributing to the fight against the Kessler Syndrome — a scenario where space debris collisions create 
a cascade of further debris, threatening the safety of satellites and space operations.

The team’s dedication to space sustainability earned them recognition and invitations to present at the 
International Astronautical Congress in October and International Conference on Space Sustainability organised 
by LSR in December 2024.

From the left: Ziqi Xu and Muhammad Hussain of the School of Computing and Data Science (Department of 
Statistics and Actuarial Science) ; Muhammad Mubeen of the Faculty of Engineering. 

Two Actuarial Science students, Ziqi XU and Muhammad HUSSAIN, along with a teammate from the 
Faculty of Engineering, formed Team BossTon and won the prestigious 2024 PRMIA Risk Management 
Challenge (PRMC).
The competition focused on analysing the 2023 banking crisis. The team proposed innovative solutions, such 
as algorithms to assess social media sentiment, Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs), and enhanced 
regulatory frameworks. Their victory is especially significant as they surpassed master’s students from top 
global business schools, demonstrating the exceptional talent nurtured at HKU.

Our students and graduates continue to shine globally, achieving remarkable 
milestones in science, business, and innovation. Here are some recent highlights of 
their outstanding accomplishments.

Schmidt Science Fellowship Awarded to PhD Student in Chemistry

Astronomy Team Wins Bronze in International Space Science Competition

Actuarial Science Students Triumph at 2024 PRMIA Risk Management Challenge

Risk Management Student Leads Team to Victory in HKGCC Business Case 
Competition 2024

．	 PhD in Electronic Engineering, City University of Hong Kong; MPhil in Electronic Engineering, Chinese University 
of Hong Kong; Double BSc in Physics and Astronomy, University of Iowa, USA

．	 Programme Director for Minor in Science Entrepreneurship, Faculty of Science

．	 Formerly at HKUST’s Entrepreneurship Center, organising activities to nurture students and young professionals 
in entrepreneurship

．	 Previously at Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation, recruiting global tech companies in sectors 
like Consumer Electronics, IoT, and Semiconductors to build the local I&T community

．	 Focuses on science entrepreneurship, innovation implementation, startup incubation, and building university 		
entrepreneurship ecosystems

．	 His teaching area includes Science Entrepreneurship Projects, innovation implementation and commercialisation, 	
start-up incubation and building entrepreneurship ecosystem in the University and practical approach for 
entrepreneurship courses

‘I love hiking, camping, and 
star-gazing. Nature amazes 
me with its beauty and 
holds endless treasures of 
knowledge waiting to be 
discovered.’

‘Be all that you can be on your way to entrepreneurship.’
 

 
 

Dr Terry LO
Professional Practitioner 
Faculty of Science

Professor Nan LIU 
Assistant Professor 
School of Biological Sciences

．	 Earned both Bachelor and PhD degrees in Biology from Tsinghua University

．	 Served as a postdoctoral fellow and Shuimu Tsinghua Scholar at the School 	
of Life Sciences, Tsinghua University

．	 Specialises in structural biology, utilising cryogenic electron microscopy 	
(Cryo-EM) technique to investigate the mechanisms of macromolecule 	
assembly

‘I love running and beer — especially enjoying a beer after 
a run! I have completed tons of marathons despite doctors 
telling me to avoid strenuous exercise due to a severe 
pneumothorax in the past. I find the marathons aren’t as 
tough as they warned…’

‘Keep the pace 
in the lifelong 
scientific 
marathon.’
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