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1. Introduction 
 

This student handbook contains useful information related to your study, including curriculum 
structure and requirements, major/minor declaration, course selection procedures, academic 
advising, examination, progression and discontinuation and degree regulations.  You should 
familiarise yourself with the materials in this handbook.  Should you need help related to your study, 
you are most welcome to contact your Academic Adviser, the Course Selection Advisers or the Faculty 
Office. 

 
 

2. A BSc Degree Curriculum 
 

The Faculty of Science offers a number of Science majors leading to the award of a BSc degree. 

 
All students admitted to the first year of the 6901 BSc programme in the academic year of 2021-22 and 
thereafter are required to complete at least one Science major out of the 14 regular or 7 intensive 
Science majors as your primary major for the award of the BSc degree.  In addition to the primary 
Science major, students may take a second major or a minor in a Science or non-Science discipline.  
Students should note that some non-Science majors and minors may require students to have 
achieved a minimum academic result before they are allowed to enrol in them. 

 
(a) Curriculum structure of the BSc Degree  (240 credits)  

For 2021-22 intake and thereafter: 
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(b) A typical BSc curriculum: 
To complete the BSc degree curriculum, you have to pass at least 240 credits, equivalent to 40 
6-credit courses, normally spread over 4-years of full-time study.  A BSc curriculum typically 
comprises: 
(i) UG5: 

- 2 English courses and 1 Chinese course for university language requirements (18 credits) 
- 6 common core courses in 4 Areas of Inquiry (36 credits) 

(ii) For regular Science major: 
- 16 courses for the regular Science major including 2 Science Foundation courses, 

Disciplinary courses and capstone course (96 credits) 
- A choice of 15 courses as elective courses, or to fulfil the requirements of a minor or a 

second major (90 credits) 
OR 
For intensive Science major (applicable to 2015-16 intake and thereafter): 
- 24 - 25 courses for the intensive Science major including 2 Science Foundation 

courses, Disciplinary courses and capstone course(s) (144 - 150 credits) 
- A choice of 6 - 7 courses as elective courses, or to fulfil the requirements of a minor (36 - 

42 credits) 
 

 
 
Notes: 
+  Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2020-21 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following 

qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1111: 
 

- Level 4 or above in Mathematics Extended Part Module 1 or 2 in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
- Level 5 or above in Mathematics Higher Level in International Baccalaureate (IB) 
- Grade B or above in Mathematics and Further Mathematics in General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (GCEAL) 
- Mathematics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
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It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1111. Those who do not take this course should take a 6-credit disciplinary 
elective course of the science major in lieu. 

 

@ Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2021-22 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following 
qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1112: 

 

- Level 4 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
- Level 5 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Higher Level in International Baccalaureate (IB) 
- Grade B or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (GCEAL) 
- Biology, Chemistry, and Physics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a case-by-case basis  
 
It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1112. Those who do not take this course should take a 6-credit disciplinary 
elective course of the science major in lieu. 

 

#  Student must select at least one and not more than two courses from each Area of Inquiry with not more than 24 credits of 
courses being selected within one academic year except where candidates are required to make up for failed credits. Common 
Core courses should be completed normally within the first three years of study. 

 
�UStudents who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2018-19 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following qualifications 

are exempted from this requirement, and Core University English is optional.  Those who do not take this course should 
take a 6-credit elective course in lieu: 

 
- Level 5 or above in English Language in the HKDSE 
- �K�R�O�G�H�U���R�I���D���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���I�U�R�P���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K-medium university 
- achieved Grade A or above in English Language GCE Advanced Level (AL)  / Advanced Subsidiary Level (ASL)  
- achieved an overall IELTS score of no less than 7 AND with all sub-scores no less than 6.5 on the Reading, Speaking, 

Listening and Writing Tests 
- achieved an overall TOEFL Internet -based test  score of no less than 94 AND no less than a 24 on the writing, a 20 on the 

speaking, a 20 on the listening, AND a 19 on the reading sections 
- achieved in International Baccalaureate (IB)  Grade 4 or above in English A1/ English Language A/ English A: Literature/ 

English A: Language and Literature (HL); or Grade 5 or above in English B/ English Language B (HL); or Grade 5 or above 
in English A1/ English Language A/ English A: Literature/ English A: Language and Literature (SL) 

- achieved Grade 4 or above on the Advanced Placement (AP) English Language/ English Language and Composition/ 
English Literature and Composition Test  

- achieved a NEW Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)  score of 35 or above on both the Writing & Language Test and Reading 
Test (from 2016) 

- achieved Grade B or above in H1 General Paper at the Singapore GCE A -level  
- achieved Grade A or better in English language at Malaysia SPM examination  
- achieved Grade A2 or better in Malaysia UEC -Senior English Language  
- attained merit (3 points) or above in each set of credits in New Zealand NCEA Literacy  (10 credits made up of 5 credits in 

reading and 5 credits in writing) 
- achieved a score of 95% or better in English at All India Senior School Ce rtificate Examination / Higher School 

Certificate  
- achieved a final score of 90% or better in English at Grade 12 Canadian high school curriculum  
- achieved Grade B or better in English Language at Sri Lanka Ordinary examination  
- achieved a score of 90 or better in English in the Russian Unified State Exam  ���?�^�b�g�u�c���]�h�k�m�^�Z�j�k�l�\�_�g�g�u�c���w�d�a�Z�f�_�g�����?�=�W����

Yediniy gosudarstvenniy ekzamen, EGE) 
- Academic Speaking and Writing test conducted by CAES  for students who have not taken any of the above tests 

�¾ When applying to take the Academic Speaking and Writing Test, students should provide evidence to the home Faculty 
and the CAES1000 Course Coordinator that they were admitted to HKU using qualifications other than  those included 
in the above list. 

�¾ Applicants are required to show the evidence of those other qualifications  to the assessor on the day of the Academic 
Speaking and Writing Test. 

�¾ If any applicants failed to provide any evidence that they were admitted to HKU using qualifications other than those 
included in the above list provided by CAES, the CAES assessor has the rights not to allow the applicant to take the test. 

 
�•  To satisfy the Chinese language enhancement requirement, students are required to successfully complete the 6-credit Faculty-

specific Chinese language enhancement course, except for: 
 

(a) Putonghua-speaking students who should take CUND9002 (Practical Chinese and Hong Kong Society) or CUND9003 
(Cantonese for Non-Cantonese Speaking Students). They may take the course in Year 1 or 2 if they so wish; and 

(b) students who have not studied Chinese language during their secondary education or who have not attained the requisite 
level of competence in the Chinese language to take the Chinese language enhancement course should write to the Board 
of the Faculty to apply to be exempted from the Chinese language requirement, and 
(i) take a 6-credit Cantonese or Putonghua language course offered by the School of Chinese especially for international   
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and exchange students; OR  
(ii) take an elective course in lieu. 

 
^ Credit requirement for different majors or minors may vary. 
 
* Students having a second major in Science are allowed to double-count the two Science Foundation Courses. The 12 credits 

can be made up by selecting any courses. 
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CC �l Common Core Courses Eng 1 �l Core University English Chi �l Chinese 
SF �l Science Foundation Courses Eng 2 �l English in the Discipline  
 

(c) Example of BSc programme structure by year of study: 

 
 

 
 

Note:  Different distributions of courses over the years are possible.  Blank boxes can be used for elective 
courses, or courses leading to a minor or a second major. 

 

(d) Common Core Curriculum 

The Common Core Curriculum is designed to provide key common learning experience for all 
HKU students and to broaden their horizons beyond their chosen disciplinary fields of study.  
It focuses on issues that have been, and continue to be, of deeply profound significance to 
mankind, the core intellectual skills that all HKU undergraduates should acquire and the core 
values that they should uphold.  The Common Core Curriculum is divided into four Areas of 
Inquiry (AoIs): (1) Science, Technology and Big Data; (2) Arts and Humanities; (3) Global 
Issues; (4) China: Culture, State and Society.  Students have to pass 36 credits of courses in 
the Common Core Curriculum, comprising at least one and not more than two courses from 
each Area of Inquiry with not more than 24 credits of courses being selected within one 
academic year except where candidates are required to make up for failed credits.  Common 
Core courses should be completed normally within the first three years of the BSc study and 
cannot be extra taken as free electives. 

 

(e) Capstone Requirement 

Capstone experience is an integral part of the major programme which focuses on 
integration and application of knowledge and skills gained in the early years of study.  Students 
must complete this for fulfilment of the graduation requirements.  The capstone course carries 
a minimum of 6 credits and is normally taken in the senior years (year 3 or 4) of study.  The 
capstone courses in each Science major may be different but a range of courses (e.g. research 
project, field work, internship) is offered to suit individual student��s needs and interests.  Details 
of capstone courses and the credit requirement for each major can be found in the syllabuses.  

   

(f) Students taking double Majors, Major-Minor or double Minors with overlapping course 
requirements 

1. Double-counting of courses up to a maximum of 24 credits is permissible with double majors.  
The double-counted courses in both Science majors should include SCNC1111 and 
SCNC1112.  Additional credits to be double-counted must be for courses required 
���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�������A�X���A�N�S�G���L�@�I�N�Q�R�
�� For cases with 24 or less double-counted credits, the 
student must make up an equivalent number of credits by taking other courses offered by 
any Faculty.  
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2. The following list shows the major-major combinations that have more than 24 credits of the 
same �?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�� courses that appear in both Science majors and is subject to the rule 
of double counting: 

 
If more than 24 credits (including SCNC1111 & SCNC1112) are listed as required courses 
���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�������H�M���A�N�S�G���S�G�D���E�H�Q�R�S�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���R�D�B�N�M�C�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������L�@�I�N�Q�R���T�M�C�D�Q�S�@�J�D�M���A�X���@��
student, the student must make up the number of credits above the 24 permissible by taking 
�Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q���������
�� The replacement course(s) must be 
the disciplinary elective course(s) �H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���G�@�U�D���S�G�D���R�@�L�D���O�Q�D�E�H�W��
and at the same or higher level as the double-counted course(s).  The double counted credits 
should count the following courses in this order: (1) SCNC1111 and SCNC1112, (2) 
introductory level (levels 1 and 2) courses, and (3) advanced level (level 3 or above) courses.  
For example, if a student takes a first major in Ecology & Biodiversity ���?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C��a second 
�L�@�I�N�Q���H�M���,�N�K�D�B�T�K�@�Q���!�H�N�K�N�F�X�������!�H�N�S�D�B�G�M�N�K�N�F�X�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�������������2�"�-�"�������������2�"�-�"�������������!�(�.�+������������
�!�(�.�+���������� �@�M�C�� �!�(�.�+���������� �@�Q�D�� �S�G�D�� �B�N�L�L�N�M�� �?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X�� �B�N�Q�D���� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R�� �S�G�@�S�� �@�O�O�D�@�Q�� �H�M�� �A�N�S�G��
majors.  The first 3 courses SCNC1111, SCNC1112, and BIOL1110 would first be counted 
plus either BIOL2102 or BIOL2103 for the major in Molecular Biology & Biotechnology.  The 
�R�S�T�C�D�M�S���G�@�R���S�N���S�@�J�D���@���Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D�����B�N�T�Q�R�D�����V�H�S�G���@���O�Q�D�E�H�W���N�E���!�(�.�+���@t level 
2 or above) in the second major in Molecular Biology & Biotechnology to make up for 
BIOL2102 or BIOL2103. 
 

3. Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2020-21 (and thereafter) and have achieved 
any one of the following qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1111: 

Major-Major combination Admission Year 
(Year 1) 

No. of common 
�?disciplinary core����

courses (credits) appear 
in both Science majors 
including SCNC1111 

and SCNC1112 

No. of replacement 
courses (credits) to be 
taken in the 2nd major 

���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

Major in Astronomy  
Major in Physics 2016, 2017 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Biochemistry 
Major in Chemistry All years 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Ecology & Biodiversity All years 7 (42 credits) 3 (18 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2017, 2018, 2019,  
2020, 2021 

6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

2016 7 (42 credits) 3 (18 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

All years 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Earth System Science 
Major in Geology 2016 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity  
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2017, 2018, 2019,  
2020, 2021 

5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

2016 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

All years 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Food & Nutritional Science  
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

All years 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 
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�x Level 4 or above in Mathematics Extended Part Module 1 or 2 in the Hong Kong 

Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
�x Level 5 or above in Mathematics Higher Level in International Baccalaureate (IB) 
�x Grade B or above in Mathematics and Further Mathematics in General Certificate of 

Education Advanced Level (GCEAL) 
�x Mathematics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a case-by-case basis 

 

It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1111.  Those who do not take this course 
should take a 6-credit disciplinary elective course of the science major in lieu. 
 

Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2021-22 (and thereafter) and have achieved 
any one of the following qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1112: 

�x Level 4 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in the Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education (HKDSE) 

�x Level 5 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Higher Level in International 
Baccalaureate (IB) 

�x Grade B or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in General Certificate of 
Education Advanced Level (GCEAL) 

�x Biology, Chemistry, and Physics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis 

 

It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1112.  Those who do not take this course 
should take a 6-credit disciplinary elective course of the science major in lieu. 
 

The eligible students will be informed by the Faculty, via email, of the granting of an exemption 
from taking SCNC1111 and/or SCNC1112 in late August (before the start of your first year 
of study).  You (as an eligible student) can try out courses that suit your academic interest 
before you commit to a particular major and submit your application form for taking a 
replacement course(s) for SCNC1111 and/or SCNC1112 via the Science Online Application 
Submission System (OASS) during the courses add/drop periods in your second/third year 
of study.  The replacement course must be the disciplinary elective in your declared Science 
major.  If you wish to take double Science majors, you should take the disciplinary elective(s) 
in each of your declared Science majors to replace the exempted SCNC course(s). 
 

Under these circumstances, the following list shows the major-major combinations that have 
24 credits (or more) of the same �?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X�� �B�N�Q�D�� courses that appear in both Science 
majors and is subject to the rule of double counting: 
 

Scenario #1 
(a) Admission Year (Year 1): 2020, 2021 
 Exemption granted: SCNC1111 
OR 
(b) Admission Year (Year 1): 2021 
 Exemption granted:  SCNC1112 

 

Major-Major combination 
Admission 

Year 
(Year 1) 

Exemption 
granted 

No. of 
replacement 

courses 
(credits) to be 
taken in the 

1st major 
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

No. of common 
�?disciplinary 

core�����B�N�T�Q�R�D�R��
(credits) appear 
in both Science 
majors including 
SCNC1111 and 

SCNC1112 

No. of 
replacement 

courses (credits) 
to be taken in the 

2nd major    
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

Major in Biochemistry 
Major in Chemistry 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 
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If more than 24 credits (including SCNC1111 & SCNC1112) are listed as required courses 
���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�������H�M���A�N�S�G���S�G�D���E�H�Q�R�S�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���R�D�B�N�M�C�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������L�@�I�N�Q�R���T�M�C�D�Q�S�@�J�D�M���A�X���@��
student, the student must make up the number of credits above the 24 permissible by taking 
�Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q���������
�����3�G�D���Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����L�T�R�S���A�D��
the discipl�H�M�@�Q�X���D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���G�@�U�D���S�G�D���R�@�L�D���O�Q�D�E�H�W��
and at the same or higher level as the double-counted course(s).  For example, if a student 
�S�@�J�D�R�� �@�� �E�H�Q�R�S�� �L�@�I�N�Q�� �H�M�� �$�B�N�K�N�F�X�� ���� �!�H�N�C�H�U�D�Q�R�H�S�X�� ���?�,�@�I�N�Q�� �������� �@�M�C�� �@�� �R�D�B�N�M�C�� �L�@�I�N�Q�� �H�M�� �,�Nlecular 
�!�H�N�K�N�F�X�� ���� �!�H�N�S�D�B�G�M�N�K�N�F�X�� ���?�,�@�I�N�Q�� ���������� �2�"�-�"������������ �2�"�-�"������������ �!�(�.�+������������ �!�(�.�+���������� �@�M�C��
�!�(�.�+�����������@�Q�D���S�G�D���B�N�L�L�N�M���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�����B�N�T�Q�R�D�R���S�G�@�S���@�O�O�D�@�Q���H�M���A�N�S�G���L�@�I�N�Q�R�
��  
 
(a) In light of the exempted course SCNC1111, the double counted credits should count the 

following courses in this order: (1) SCNC1112, (2) introductory level (levels 1 and 2) 
courses, and (3) advanced level (level 3 or above) courses.  The 4 courses (SCNC1112, 
BIOL1110, BIOL2102, and BIOL2103) would be counted for the major in Molecular 
�!�H�N�K�N�F�X������ �!�H�N�S�D�B�G�M�N�K�N�F�X�
�� �� �3�G�D���R�S�T�C�D�M�S���G�@�R���S�N���S�@�J�D���@�� �Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D����
course in the second major in Molecular Biology & Biotechnology to make up for 
SCNC1111. 

 
(b) In light of the exempted course SCNC1112, the double counted credits should count the 

following courses in this order: (1) SCNC1111, (2) introductory level (levels 1 and 2) 
courses, and (3) advanced level (level 3 or above) courses.  The 4 courses (SCNC1111, 
BIOL1110, BIOL2102, and BIOL2103) would be counted for the major in Molecular 
�!�H�N�K�N�F�X������ �!�H�N�S�D�B�G�M�N�K�N�F�X�
�� �� �3�G�D���R�S�T�C�D�M�S���G�@�R���S�N���S�@�J�D���@�� �Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D����
course in the second major in Molecular Biology & Biotechnology to make up for 
SCNC1112. 

 

Major-Major combination 
Admission 

Year 
(Year 1) 

Exemption 
granted 

No. of 
replacement 

courses 
(credits) to be 
taken in the 

1st major 
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

No. of common 
�?disciplinary 

core�����B�N�T�Q�R�D�R��
(credits) appear 
in both Science 
majors including 
SCNC1111 and 

SCNC1112 

No. of 
replacement 

courses (credits) 
to be taken in the 

2nd major    
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

Major in Biochemistry 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 4 (24 credits) 

1 (6 credits) 
- to replace 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Ecology & Biodiversity 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 7 (42 credits) 3 (18 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Earth System Science 
Major in Geology 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 4 (24 credits) 

1 (6 credits) 
- to replace 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity  
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 5 (30 credits) 1 (6 credits) 

Major in Food & Nutritional Science  
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2020, 2021 
      2021 

SCNC1111 or 
SCNC1112 

1 (6 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 
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Scenario #2 
Admission Year (Year 1): 2021 
Exemption granted: SCNC1111 & SCNC1112 

If more than 24 credits (including SCNC1111 & SCNC1112) are listed as required courses 
���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�������H�M���A�N�S�G���S�G�D���E�H�Q�R�S�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���R�D�B�N�M�C�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������L�@�I�N�Q�R���T�M�C�D�Q�S�@�J�D�M���A�X���@��
student, the student must make up the number of credits above the 24 permissible by taking 
�Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q���������
�����3�G�D���Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����L�T�R�S���A�D��
�S�G�D���C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D���B�N�T�Q�R�D���R�����H�M���S�G�D���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���G�@�U�D���S�G�D���R�@�L�D���O�Q�D�E�H�W��
and at the same or higher level as the double-counted course(s).  In light of the exempted 
courses SCNC1111 & SCNC1112, the double counted credits should count the following 
courses in this order: (1) introductory level (levels 1 and 2) courses, and (2) advanced level 
(level 3 or above) courses.  For example, if a student takes a first major in Ecology & 
�!�H�N�C�H�U�D�Q�R�H�S�X�����?�,�@�I�N�Q�����������@�M�C���@���R�D�B�N�M�C���L�@�I�N�Q���H�M���,�N�K�D�B�T�K�@�Q���!�H�N�K�N�F�X�������!�H�N�S�D�B�G�M�N�K�N�F�X�����?�,�@�I�N�Q������������
�2�"�-�"�������������2�"�-�"�������������!�(�.�+�������������!�(�.�+�����������@�M�C���!�(�.�+�����������@�Q�D���S�G�D���B�N�L�L�N�M���?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X��
�B�N�Q�D���� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R�� �S�G�@�S��appear in both majors.  The 3 courses (BIOL1110, BIOL2102, and 
BIOL2103) would be counted for the major in Molecular Biology & Biotechnology.  The 
student has to take 2 �Q�D�O�K�@�B�D�L�D�M�S�� �?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X�� �D�K�D�B�S�H�U�D���� �B�N�T�Q�R�Ds in the second major in 
Molecular Biology & Biotechnology to make up for SCNC1111 & SCNC1112. 
 

4. Double counting of credits is not permissible for major�lminor or double-minors combinations.  
�6�G�D�M���@���B�N�T�Q�R�D���H�R���Q�D�P�T�H�Q�D�C�����?�C�H�R�B�H�O�K�H�M�@�Q�X���B�N�Q�D�������A�N�S�G���A�X���S�G�D���L�@�I�N�Q���@�M�C���L�H�M�N�Q���N�Q���A�X���A�N�S�G���L�H�M�N�Q�R����
the student must take a replacement course for the minor.  The replacement course must be 
the disciplinary elective in the minor and have the same prefix and at the same or higher level 
as the course to be replaced. 

Major-Major combination 
Admission 

Year 
(Year 1) 

Exemption 
granted 

No. of 
replacement 

courses 
(credits) to be 
taken in the 

1st major 
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

No. of common 
�?disciplinary 

core�����B�N�T�Q�R�D�R��
(credits) appear 
in both Science 
majors including 
SCNC1111 and 

SCNC1112 

No. of 
replacement 

courses (credits) 
to be taken in the 

2nd major   
���?�,�@�I�N�Q�������� 

Major in Biochemistry 
Major in Chemistry 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 5 (30 credits) 
2 (12 credits) 

- to replace SCNC1111 
 & SCNC1112 

Major in Biochemistry 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 4 (24 credits) 
2 (12 credits) 

- to replace SCNC1111 
 & SCNC1112 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Ecology & Biodiversity 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 7 (42 credits) 3 (18 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Biological Sciences 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 

Major in Earth System Science 
Major in Geology 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 4 (24 credits) 
2 (12 credits) 

- to replace SCNC1111 
 & SCNC1112 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity  
Major in Food & Nutritional Science 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 5 (30 credits) 
2 (12 credits) 

- to replace SCNC1111 
 & SCNC1112 

Major in Ecology & Biodiversity 
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 5 (30 credits) 
2 (12 credits) 

- to replace SCNC1111 
 & SCNC1112 

Major in Food & Nutritional Science  
Major in Molecular Biology & 
Biotechnology 

2021 
SCNC1111 & 
SCNC1112 

2 (12 credits) 6 (36 credits) 2 (12 credits) 
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5. For students taking the Mathematics related majors/minors should note the following 
exemption and replacement arrangement: 

 
Students who fall into the following exemption situation for the introductory level Disciplinary Core 
Mathematics courses in Science Majors/Minors are required to take the specified replacement course(s) 
as prescribed in the table below: 

Exempted 
Course 

Exemption granted 
under the following circumstances 

Specified Replacement Course 

MATH1013 
University 

mathematics II 

For students taking Minor with an 
overlap of Disciplinary Core Course : 
 
MATH1013 

Select 6 credits from the following to 
replace MATH1013: 
 
�x Any 6-credit level 2 or above 

Mathematics Disciplinary Elective 
chosen from the 
Programme/Major/Minor structure in 
which MATH1013 is the disciplinary 
core course 
 

�x MATH2012 Fundamental concepts of 
mathematics (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 
 

�x MATH2241 Introduction to 
mathematical analysis (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 

For students taking 
Programme/Major/Minor with 
Disciplinary Core Courses : 
 
MATH1851 and MATH1853 
(which are together deemed equivalent 
to MATH1013) 

MATH1013 
University 

mathematics II 

For students taking Professional Core in 
Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science 
with Disciplinary Core Course : 
 
MATH1821 
(which is equivalent to MATH1013) 

Select 6 credits from the following to 
replace MATH1013: 
 
�x Any 6-credit level 2 or above 

Mathematics Disciplinary Elective 
chosen from the 
Programme/Major/Minor structure in 
which MATH1013 is the disciplinary 
core course 
 

�x MATH2012 Fundamental concepts of 
mathematics (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 
 

�x MATH2241 Introduction to 
mathematical analysis (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 
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Exempted 
Course 

Exemption granted 
under the following circumstances 

Specified Replacement Course 

MATH2014 
Multivariable 
calculus and 
linear algebra 

For students taking Programme/Major 
with Disciplinary Core Courses : 
 
MATH2101 and MATH2211 
(which are together deemed equivalent 
to MATH2014) 

Select 6 credits from the following to 
replace MATH2014: 
 
�x Any 6-credit level 2 or above 

Mathematics Disciplinary Elective 
chosen from the Programme/Major 
structure in which MATH2014 is the 
disciplinary core course 
 

�x MATH2012 Fundamental concepts of 
mathematics (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 
 

�x MATH2241 Introduction to 
mathematical analysis (6) 
(if not the disciplinary core course in 
the structure) 

For students taking Professional Core in 
Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science 
with Disciplinary Core Course : 
 
MATH2822 
(which is equivalent to MATH2014) 

 
6. For the situations of 2, 3, 4 and 5 above, students have to complete and submit the online 

application form to the Faculty Office via the Science Online Application Submission System 
(OASS) by the deadline of course selection or add/drop periods.  The application will then be 
forwarded to the relevant Course Selection Adviser (CSA) for endorsement and comment (if 
any).  
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3. BSc Graduation Requirements and Honours Classification 
 

(a) Award of a BSc degree 
 

For students admitted to the first year in 2014-15 or before, and students admitted directly to 
the third year in 2016-17 or before: 

 
To be eligible for the award of the degree of Bachelor of Science, students must fulfil the 
following requirements: 
 
i. Satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula#; 
ii.  Passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as 

prescribed in the major programme of the BSc degree curriculum. 
 

# UG5 specifies that students have to successfully complete: 
(a) 12 credits in English language enhancement, including 6 credits in Core University 

English1 (i.e. CAES1000) and 6 credits in an English in the Discipline course2   (i.e. 
CAES9820 Academic English for Science Students); 

(b) 6 credits in Chinese language enhancement3 (i.e. CSCI9001 Practical Chinese for 
Science Students); 

(c) 36 credits of courses in the Common Core Curriculum, comprising at least one and 
not more than two courses from each Area of Inquiry with not more than 24 credits 
of courses being selected within one academic year except where candidates are 
required to make up for failed credits; and 

(d) a capstone experience as specified in the syllabuses of the degree curriculum. 
 

For students admitted to the first year in 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18, students admitted 
directly to the second year in 2017-18 and 2018-19, and students admitted directly to the third 
year in 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20: 

 
To be eligible for the award of the degree of Bachelor of Science, students must fulfil the 
following requirements: 
 
i. Satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula#; 
ii.  Passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as 

prescribed in the regular major programme, or 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement 
by the accredited bodies) of the prescribed courses in the intensive major programme, of 
the BSc degree curriculum. 

 
# UG5 specifies that students have to successfully complete: 

(a) 12 credits in English language enhancement, including 6 credits in Core University 
English1 (i.e. CAES1000) and 6 credits in an English in the Discipline course2   (i.e. 
CAES9820 Academic English for Science Students); 

(b) 6 credits in Chinese language enhancement3 (i.e. CSCI9001 Practical Chinese for 
Science Students); 

(c) 36 credits of courses in the Common Core Curriculum, comprising at least one and 
not more than two courses from each Area of Inquiry with not more than 24 credits 
of courses being selected within one academic year except where candidates are 
required to make up for failed credits; and 

(d) a capstone experience as specified in the syllabuses of the degree curriculum. 
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For students admitted to the first year in 2018-19 and thereafter, students admitted directly to 
the second year in 2019-20 and thereafter, and students admitted directly to the third year in 
2020-21 and thereafter: 

 
To be eligible for the award of the degree of Bachelor of Science, students must fulfil the 
following requirements: 
 
i. Satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula#; 
ii.  Passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as 

prescribed in the regular major programme, or 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement 
by the accredited bodies) of the prescribed courses in the intensive major programme, of 
the BSc degree curriculum. 

 
# UG5 specifies that students have to successfully complete: 

(a) 12 credits in English language enhancement, including 6 credits in Core University 
English1 (i.e. CAES1000) and 6 credits in an English in the Discipline course2   (i.e. 
CAES9820 Academic English for Science Students OR CAES9821 Professional and 
Technical Communication for Mathematical Sciences); 

(b) 6 credits in Chinese language enhancement3 (i.e. CSCI9001 Practical Chinese for 
Science Students); 

(c) 36 credits of courses in the Common Core Curriculum, comprising at least one and 
not more than two courses from each Area of Inquiry with not more than 24 credits 
of courses being selected within one academic year except where candidates are 
required to make up for failed credits; and 

(d) a capstone experience as specified in the syllabuses of the degree curriculum. 
 

(b) Honours Classification 
 

For students admitted to the first year in 2016-17 or before, students admitted directly to the 
second year in 2017-18, and students admitted directly to the third year in 2018-19 or before: 
 
Classification of honours are calculated using the cumulative grade point average CGPA as below:  

CGPA range 
First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 
Second Class Honours Division I 3.00 �l 3.59 
Second Class Honours Division II 2.40 �l 2.99 
Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 
Pass# 1.00 �l 1.69 

 
For students admitted to the first year in 2017-18 and thereafter, students admitted directly to 
the second year in 2018-19 and thereafter, and students admitted directly to the third year in 
2019-20 and thereafter: 
 
Classification of honours are calculated using the graduation grade point average GGPA* as 
below: 

GGPA range 
First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 
Second Class Honours Division I 3.00 �l 3.59 
Second Class Honours Division II 2.40 �l 2.99 
Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 
Pass# 1.00 �l 1.69 
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* For students in the 2017-18 intake and thereafter who have successfully completed six 
Common Core courses, the calculation of Graduation GPA is subject to the proviso that either 
five Common Core courses with the highest grades (covering all four Areas of Inquiry), or all six 
courses will be counted towards Graduation GPA, depending on which generates the higher 
Graduation GPA. 
 
# Students with fewer than half total credits letter-graded will be awarded a pass degree with 
no honours classification. 
 
Credits granted for advanced standing in recognition of studies completed successfully 
before admission to the curriculum and credits transfer in recognition of studies completed on 
exchange during candidature at HKU are not included in the calculation of GPA. 

 

1  Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2018-19 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following qualifications 
are exempted from this requirement, and Core University English is optional.  Those who do not take this course should take 
a 6-credit elective course in lieu, see Regulation UG6: 

- Level 5 or above in English Language in the HKDSE 
- �K�R�O�G�H�U���R�I���D���%�D�F�K�H�O�R�U�¶�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���I�U�R�P���D�Q���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K-medium university 
- achieved Grade A or above in English Language GCE Advanced Level (AL)  / Advanced Subsidiary Level (ASL)  
- achieved an overall IELTS score of no less than 7 AND with all sub-scores no less than 6.5 on the Reading, Speaking, 

Listening and Writing Tests 
- achieved an overall TOEFL Internet -based test  score of no less than 94 AND no less than a 24 on the writing, a 20 on the 

speaking, a 20 on the listening, AND a 19 on the reading sections 
- achieved in International Baccalaureate (IB)  Grade 4 or above in English A1/ English Language A/ English A: Literature/ 

English A: Language and Literature (HL); or Grade 5 or above in English B/ English Language B (HL); or Grade 5 or above 
in English A1/ English Language A/ English A: Literature/ English A: Language and Literature (SL) 

- achieved Grade 4 or above on the Advanced Placement (AP) English Language/ English Language and Composition/ 
English Litera ture and Composition Test  

- achieved a NEW Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)  score of 35 or above on both the Writing & Language Test and Reading 
Test (from 2016) 

- achieved Grade B or above in H1 General Paper at the Singapore GCE A -level  
- achieved Grade A or better in English language at Malaysia SPM examination  
- achieved Grade A2 or better in Malaysia UEC -Senior English Language  
- attained merit (3 points) or above in each set of credits in New Zealand NCEA Literacy  (10 credits made up of 5 credits in 

reading and 5 credits in writing) 
- achieved a score of 95% or better in English at All India Senior School Certificate Examination / Higher School 

Certificate  
- achieved a final score of 90% or better in English at Grade 12 Canadian high school curr iculum  
- achieved Grade B or better in English Language at Sri Lanka Ordinary examination  
- achieved a score of 90 or better in English in the Russian Unified State Exam  ���?�^�b�g�u�c���]�h�k�m�^�Z�j�k�l�\�_�g�g�u�c���w�d�a�Z�f�_�g�����?�=�W����

Yediniy gosudarstvenniy ekzamen, EGE) 
- Academic Speaking and Writing test conducted by CAES  for students who have not taken any of the above tests 

�¾ When applying to take the Academic Speaking and Writing Test, students should provide evidence to the home Faculty 
and the CAES1000 Course Coordinator that they were admitted to HKU using qualifications other than  those included 
in the above list. 

�¾ Applicants are required to show the evidence of those other qualifications  to the assessor on the day of the Academic 
Speaking and Writing Test. 

�¾ If any applicants failed to provide any evidence that they were admitted to HKU using qualifications other than those 
included in the above list provided by CAES, the CAES assessor has the rights not to allow the applicant to take the test. 

       
2 (a)  To satisfy the English in the Discipline (ED) requirement, candidates who have passed the ED course for a Major but 

subsequently change that Major are required to pass the ED course for the new Major, or either of the double Majors 
finally declared upon graduation irrespective of whether the second Major is offered within or outside of the candidates�¶��
home Faculty. 

 
   (b) Candidates declaring double Majors can, if they fail in the ED course for one of the Majors, either (i) re-take and successfully 

complete that failed ED course, or (ii) successfully complete the ED course for the other Major, irrespective of whether the 
Major is offered within or outside of the candidates�¶ home Faculty. 

 
   (c)  Candidates who undertake studies in double Majors or double degrees are not required to take a second ED course but 

may be advised by the Faculty to do so. 
 

3 Candidates who have not studied Chinese language during their secondary education may be exempted from this requirement 
and should take a 6-credit elective course in lieu, see Regulation UG6. 
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4. BSc Degree Regulations 
 

(a) For students admitted under the 4-year curriculum to the BSc degree curriculum to the first year in 
the academic year 2013-14, and students admitted directly to the third year in the academic year 
2015-16. 
 
(See also General Regulations and Regulations for First Degree Curricula) 

 
Definitions 

 

Sc1
1 For the purpose of these regulations and the syllabuses for the BSc degree, unless the 

context otherwise requires: 

 
�fScience cours�D�t means any course offered by the Faculty of Science, and the School of 
Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fAdvanced Science course�t means any level 3, 4 or above course offered by the Faculty of Science 
and the School of Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fCours�D�t means a course of study, with a credit value expressed as a number of credit-units 
as specified in the syllabuses for a degree curriculum. 

 
�f�2yllabus�t means courses taught by departments, centres, and schools, offered under a degree 
curriculum. 

 
�fCredits�t or �f�B�Qedit-units�t means the value assigned to each course to indicate its study load relative 
to the total study load under a degree curriculum. The study load refers to the hours of student 
learning activities and experiences, both within and outside the classroom, and includes contact 
hours and time spent on assessment tasks and examinations.  Candidates who satisfactorily 
complete courses with a credit value earn the credits assigned to these courses. 

 

Admission to the BSc degree 

 
Sc2  To be eligible for admission to the BSc degree, candidates shall:  
(a) comply with the General Regulations; 

(b) comply with the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; and 
(c) satisfy all the requirements of the curriculum in accordance with these regulations and the 

syllabuses. 

 

 Period of study 

 
Sc3     The curriculum for the BSc degree shall normally require eight semesters of full-time study, 
extending over not fewer than four academic years, and shall include any assessment to be held 
during and/or at the end of each semester.  Candidates shall not in any case be permitted to extend 
their studies beyond the maximum period of registration of six academic years. 

 

                                                           
1 This regulation should be read in conjunction with UG1 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula. 
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Selection of courses 
 

Sc4     Candidates shall select their courses in accordance with these regulations and the guidelines 
specified in the syllabuses before the beginning of each semester.  Any change to the selection of 
courses shall be made only during the add/drop period of the semester in which the course begins, 
and such changes shall not be reflected in the transcript of the candidate. Requests for changes after 
the designated add/drop period of the semester shall not be considered. 

 

Curriculum requirements and progression in curriculum 
 

Sc5 
 

(a) Candidates shall satisfy the requirements prescribed in UG5 of the Regulations of First Degree 
Curricula. 

 
(b) Candidates shall take not fewer than 240 credits, in the manner specified in these regulations 

and the syllabuses. 
 
(c) Candidates shall take at least 96 credits of Science courses including all required courses of 

the major programme of the BSc degree curriculum. 
 
(d) Candidates shall normally be required to take not fewer than 24 credits nor more than 30 

credits in any one semester (except the summer semester) unless otherwise permitted or 
required by the Board of the Faculty, or except in the last semester of study when the number 
of outstanding credits required to complete the curriculum requirements may be fewer than 24 
credits. 

 
(e) Candidates may, of their own volition, take additional credits not exceeding 6 credits in each 

semester, and/or further credits during the summer semester, accumulating up to a maximum 
of 72 credits in one academic year. With the special permission of the Board of the Faculty, 
candidates may exceed the annual study load of 72 credits in a given academic year provided 
that the total number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 
288 credits for the normative period of study specified in the curriculum regulations, save as 
provided for under Sc5(f). 

 
(f) Where candidates are required to make up for failed credits, the Board of the Faculty may give 

permission for candidates to exceed the annual study load of 72 credits provided that the total 
number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 432 credits for 
the maximum period of registration specified in the curriculum regulations. 

 
(g) Candidates may, with the approval of the Board of the Faculty, transfer credits for courses 

completed at other institutions at any time during their candidature. The number of transferred 
credits will be recorded on the transcript of the candidate, but the results of courses completed 
at other institutions shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA.  The number of credits 
to be transferred shall not exceed half of the total credits normally required under the degree 
curricula of the candidates during their candidature at the University. 

 
(h) Candidates shall be recommended for discontinuation of their studies if they have: 
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(i) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two consecutive semesters (not 
including the summer semester), except where they are not required to take such a number 
of credits in the two given semesters, or 

(ii) failed  to  achieve  an  average  Semester  GPA of  1.0  or  higher  for  two  consecutive 
semesters (not including the summer semester), or 

(iii) exceeded  the  maximum  period  of  registration  specified  in  Sc3,  unless  otherwise 
permitted by the Board of the Faculty. 

 

Advanced standing 
 

Sc6    Advanced standing may be granted to candidates in recognition of studies completed 
successfully in an approved institution of higher education elsewhere in accordance with UG2 of the 
Regulations for First Degree Curricula. Credits granted for advanced standing will be recorded on the 
transcript of the candidate but shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA. 

 

Assessment 
 

Sc7 
 

(a) Candidates shall be assessed for each of the courses for which they have registered, and 
assessment may be conducted in any combination of continuous assessment of coursework, 
written examinations and/or any other assessable activities.  Only passed courses will earn 
credits. 

 
(b)       Candidates who are unable, because of illness, to be present at the written examination of any 

course may apply for permission to present themselves at a supplementary examination of the 
same course to be held before the beginning of the First Semester of the following academic 
year.  Any such application shall be made on the form prescribed within two weeks of the first 
day of the candidate��s absence from any examination.  Any supplementary examination shall 
be part of that academic year��s examinations, and the provisions made in the regulations for 
failure at the first attempt shall apply accordingly. 

 
(c) Candidates shall not be permitted to repeat a course for which they have received a D grade 

or above for the purpose of upgrading. 
 
(d)      Candidates are required to make up for failed courses in the following manner: repeating the 

failed course by undergoing instruction and satisfying the assessment, or for elective courses, 
taking another course in lieu and satisfying the assessment requirements. 

 
(e)     There  shall  be  no  appeal  against  the  results  of  examinations  and  all  other  forms  of 

assessment. 

 

Award of BSc Degree 
 

Sc8 To be eligible for the award of the BSc degree, candidates shall have: 
 

(a) satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; 
 
(b) passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as prescribed 

in the major programme of the BSc degree curriculum. 



 

 
18 

 

Honours classification 
 

Sc9 
 

(a)     Honours classifications shall be awarded in five divisions: First Class Honours, Second Class 
Honours Division One, Second Class Honours Division Two, Third Class Honours, and Pass. 
The classification of honours shall be determined by the Board of Examiners for the Degree of 
BSc in accordance with the following Cumulative GPA scores, with all courses taken (including 
failed courses, but not including courses approved by the Senate graded as �?�/�@�R�R������ �?�%�@�H�K���� �N�Q��
�?�#�H�R�S�H�M�B�S�H�N�M�������B�@�Q�Q�X�H�M�F���D�P�T�@�K���V�D�H�F�G�S�H�M�F�� 

 

Class of honours CGPA range 

First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 

Second Class Honours (2.40 �l 3.59) 

Division One  3.00 �l 3.59 

Division Two 2.40 �l 2.99 

Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 

Pass 1.00 �l 1.69 

 
(b)     Honours classification may not be determined solely on the basis of a candidate��s Cumulative 

GPA and the Board of Examiners for the Degree of BSc may, at its absolute discretion and 
with  justification,  award  a  higher  class  of  honours  to  a  candidate  deemed  to  have 
demonstrated meritorious academic achievement but whose Cumulative GPA falls below the 
range stipulated in UG9(a) of the higher classification by not more than 0.1 Grade Point. 

 
(c)      A list of candidates who have successfully completed all degree requirements shall be posted 

on Faculty noticeboards. 
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(b) For students admitted under the 4-year curriculum to the BSc degree curriculum to the first year in 
the academic year 2014-15, and students admitted directly to the third year in the academic year 
2016-17. 
 
(See also General Regulations and Regulations for First Degree Curricula) 

 
Definitions 

 

Sc1
1 For the purpose of these regulations and the syllabuses for the BSc degree, unless the 

context otherwise requires: 

 
�fScience cours�D�t means any course offered by the Faculty of Science, and the School of 
Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fAdvanced Science course�t means any level 3, 4 or above course offered by the Faculty of Science 
and the School of Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fCours�D�t means a course of study, with a credit value expressed as a number of credit-units 
as specified in the syllabuses for a degree curriculum. 

 
�f�2yllabus�t means courses taught by departments, centres, and schools, offered under a degree 
curriculum. 

 
�fCredits�t or �f�B�Qedit-units�t means the value assigned to each course to indicate its study load relative 
to the total study load under a degree curriculum. The study load refers to the hours of student 
learning activities and experiences, both within and outside the classroom, and includes contact 
hours and time spent on assessment tasks and examinations.  Candidates who satisfactorily 
complete courses with a credit value earn the credits assigned to these courses. 

 

Admission to the BSc degree 

 
Sc2  To be eligible for admission to the BSc degree, candidates shall:  
(a) comply with the General Regulations; 

(b) comply with the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; and 
(c) satisfy all the requirements of the curriculum in accordance with these regulations and the 

syllabuses. 

 

 Period of study 

 
Sc3     The curriculum for the BSc degree shall normally require eight semesters of full-time study, 
extending over not fewer than four academic years, and shall include any assessment to be held 
during and/or at the end of each semester.  Candidates shall not in any case be permitted to extend 
their studies beyond the maximum period of registration of six academic years. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 This regulation should be read in conjunction with UG1 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula. 
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Selection of courses 
 

Sc4     Candidates shall select their courses in accordance with these regulations and the guidelines 
specified in the syllabuses before the beginning of each semester.  Any change to the selection of 
courses shall be made only during the add/drop period of the semester in which the course begins, 
and such changes shall not be reflected in the transcript of the candidate. Requests for changes after 
the designated add/drop period of the semester shall not be considered. 

 

Curriculum requirements and progression in curriculum 
 

Sc5 
 

(a) Candidates shall satisfy the requirements prescribed in UG5 of the Regulations of First Degree 
Curricula. 

 
(b) Candidates shall take not fewer than 240 credits, in the manner specified in these regulations 

and the syllabuses. 
 
(c) Candidates shall take at least 96 credits of Science courses including all required courses of 

the major programme of the BSc degree curriculum. 
 
(d) Candidates shall normally be required to take not fewer than 24 credits nor more than 30 

credits in any one semester (except the summer semester) unless otherwise permitted or 
required by the Board of the Faculty, or except in the last semester of study when the number 
of outstanding credits required to complete the curriculum requirements may be fewer than 24 
credits. 

 
(e) Candidates may, of their own volition, take additional credits not exceeding 6 credits in each 

semester, and/or further credits during the summer semester, accumulating up to a maximum 
of 72 credits in one academic year. With the special permission of the Board of the Faculty, 
candidates may exceed the annual study load of 72 credits in a given academic year provided 
that the total number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 
288 credits for the normative period of study specified in the curriculum regulations, save as 
provided for under Sc5(f). 

 
(f) Where candidates are required to make up for failed credits, the Board of the Faculty may give 

permission for candidates to exceed the annual study load of 72 credits provided that the total 
number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 432 credits for 
the maximum period of registration specified in the curriculum regulations. 

 
(g) Candidates may, with the approval of the Board of the Faculty, transfer credits for courses 

completed at other institutions at any time during their candidature. The number of transferred 
credits will be recorded on the transcript of the candidate, but the results of courses completed 
at other institutions shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA.  The number of credits 
to be transferred shall not exceed half of the total credits normally required under the degree 
curricula of the candidates during their candidature at the University. 

 
(h) Candidates shall be recommended for discontinuation of their studies if they have: 

 
(i) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two consecutive semesters (not 

including the summer semester), except where they are not required to take such a number 
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of credits in the two given semesters, or 
(ii) failed  to  achieve  an  average  Semester  GPA of  1.0  or  higher  for  two  consecutive 

semesters (not including the summer semester), or 
(iii) exceeded  the  maximum  period  of  registration  specified  in  Sc3,  unless  otherwise 

permitted by the Board of the Faculty. 

 

Advanced standing 
 

Sc6    Advanced standing may be granted to candidates in recognition of studies completed 
successfully before admission to the curriculum in accordance with UG2 of the Regulations for First 
Degree Curricula. Credits granted for advanced standing will be recorded on the transcript of the 
candidate but shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA. 

 

Assessment 
 

Sc7 
 

(a) Candidates shall be assessed for each of the courses for which they have registered, and 
assessment may be conducted in any combination of continuous assessment of coursework, 
written examinations and/or any other assessable activities.  Only passed courses will earn 
credits. 

 
(b)       Candidates who are unable, because of illness, to be present at the written examination of any 

course may apply for permission to present themselves at a supplementary examination of the 
same course to be held before the beginning of the First Semester of the following academic 
year.  Any such application shall be made on the form prescribed within two weeks of the first 
day of the candidate��s absence from any examination.  Any supplementary examination shall 
be part of that academic year��s examinations, and the provisions made in the regulations for 
failure at the first attempt shall apply accordingly. 

 
(c) Candidates shall not be permitted to repeat a course for which they have received a D grade 

or above for the purpose of upgrading. 
 
(d)      Candidates are required to make up for failed courses in the following manner: repeating the 

failed course by undergoing instruction and satisfying the assessment, or for elective courses, 
taking another course in lieu and satisfying the assessment requirements. 

 
(e)     There  shall  be  no  appeal  against  the  results  of  examinations  and  all  other  forms  of 

assessment. 

 

Award of BSc Degree 
 

Sc8 To be eligible for the award of the BSc degree, candidates shall have: 
 

(a) satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; 
 
(b) passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as prescribed 

in the major programme of the BSc degree curriculum. 
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Honours classification 
 

Sc9 
 

(a)     Honours classifications shall be awarded in five divisions: First Class Honours, Second Class 
Honours Division One, Second Class Honours Division Two, Third Class Honours, and Pass. 
The classification of honours shall be determined by the Board of Examiners for the Degree of 
BSc in accordance with the following Cumulative GPA scores, with all courses taken (including 
�E�@�H�K�D�C�� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R���� �A�T�S�� �M�N�S�� �H�M�B�K�T�C�H�M�F�� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R�� �@�O�O�Q�N�U�D�C�� �A�X�� �S�G�D�� �2�D�M�@�S�D�� �F�Q�@�C�D�C�� �@�R�� �?�/�@�R�R������ �?�%�@�H�K���� �N�Q��
�?�#�H�R�S�H�M�B�S�H�N�M�������B�@�Q�Q�X�H�M�F���D�P�T�@�K���V�D�H�F�G�S�H�M�F�� 

 

Class of honours CGPA range 

First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 

Second Class Honours (2.40 �l 3.59) 

Division One  3.00 �l 3.59 

Division Two 2.40 �l 2.99 

Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 

Pass 1.00 �l 1.69 

 
(b)     Honours classification may not be determined solely on the basis of a candidate��s Cumulative 

GPA and the Board of Examiners for the Degree of BSc may, at its absolute discretion and 
with  justification,  award  a  higher  class  of  honours  to  a  candidate  deemed  to  have 
demonstrated meritorious academic achievement but whose Cumulative GPA falls below the 
range stipulated in UG9(a) of the higher classification by not more than 0.1 Grade Point. 

 
(c)      A list of candidates who have successfully completed all degree requirements shall be posted 

on Faculty noticeboards. 

 

 
  



 

 
23 

 

(c) For students admitted under the 4-year curriculum to the BSc degree curriculum to the first year in 
the academic years 2015-16 and 2016-17, students admitted directly to the second year in the 
academic year 2017-18, and students admitted directly to the third year in the academic years 2017-
18 and 2018-19. 
 
(See also General Regulations and Regulations for First Degree Curricula) 

 
Definitions 

 

Sc1
1 For the purpose of these regulations and the syllabuses for the BSc degree, unless the 

context otherwise requires: 

 
�fScience cours�D�t means any course offered by the Faculty of Science, and the School of 
Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fAdvanced Science course�t means any level 3, 4 or above course offered by the Faculty of Science 
and the School of Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fCours�D�t means a course of study, with a credit value expressed as a number of credit-units 
as specified in the syllabuses for a degree curriculum. 

 
�f�2yllabus�t means courses taught by departments, centres, and schools, offered under a degree 
curriculum. 

 
�fCredits�t or �f�B�Qedit-units�t means the value assigned to each course to indicate its study load relative 
to the total study load under a degree curriculum. The study load refers to the hours of student 
learning activities and experiences, both within and outside the classroom, and includes contact 
hours and time spent on assessment tasks and examinations.  Candidates who satisfactorily 
complete courses with a credit value earn the credits assigned to these courses. 

 

Admission to the BSc degree 

 
Sc2  To be eligible for admission to the BSc degree, candidates shall:  
(a) comply with the General Regulations; 

(b) comply with the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; and 
(c) satisfy all the requirements of the curriculum in accordance with these regulations and the 

syllabuses. 

 

 Period of study 

 
Sc3     The curriculum for the BSc degree shall normally require eight semesters of full-time study, 
extending over not fewer than four academic years, and shall include any assessment to be held 
during and/or at the end of each semester.  Candidates shall not in any case be permitted to extend 
their studies beyond the maximum period of registration of six academic years. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 This regulation should be read in conjunction with UG1 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula. 
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Selection of courses 
 

Sc4     Candidates shall select their courses in accordance with these regulations and the guidelines 
specified in the syllabuses before the beginning of each semester.  Any change to the selection of 
courses shall be made only during the add/drop period of the semester in which the course begins, 
and such changes shall not be reflected in the transcript of the candidate. Requests for changes after 
the designated add/drop period of the semester shall not be considered. 

 

Curriculum requirements and progression in curriculum 
 

Sc5 
 

(a) Candidates shall satisfy the requirements prescribed in UG5 of the Regulations of First Degree 
Curricula. 

 
(b) Candidates shall take not fewer than 240 credits, in the manner specified in these regulations 

and the syllabuses. 
 
(c) Candidates shall take at least 96 credits of Science courses including all required courses in the 

regular major programme, or at least 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement by the accredited 
bodies) of Science courses including all required courses in the intensive major programme, of 
the BSc degree curriculum. 

 
(d) Candidates shall normally be required to take not fewer than 24 credits nor more than 30 

credits in any one semester (except the summer semester) unless otherwise permitted or 
required by the Board of the Faculty, or except in the last semester of study when the number 
of outstanding credits required to complete the curriculum requirements may be fewer than 24 
credits. 

 
(e) Candidates may, of their own volition, take additional credits not exceeding 6 credits in each 

semester, and/or further credits during the summer semester, accumulating up to a maximum 
of 72 credits in one academic year. With the special permission of the Board of the Faculty, 
candidates may exceed the annual study load of 72 credits in a given academic year provided 
that the total number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 
288 credits for the normative period of study specified in the curriculum regulations, save as 
provided for under Sc5(f). 

 
(f) Where candidates are required to make up for failed credits, the Board of the Faculty may give 

permission for candidates to exceed the annual study load of 72 credits provided that the total 
number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 432 credits for 
the maximum period of registration specified in the curriculum regulations. 

 
(g) Candidates may, with the approval of the Board of the Faculty, transfer credits for courses 

completed at other institutions at any time during their candidature. The number of transferred 
credits will be recorded on the transcript of the candidate, but the results of courses completed 
at other institutions shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA.  The number of credits 
to be transferred shall not exceed half of the total credits normally required under the degree 
curricula of the candidates during their candidature at the University. 

 
(h) Candidates shall be recommended for discontinuation of their studies if they have: 
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(i) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two consecutive semesters (not 
including the summer semester), except where they are not required to take such a number 
of credits in the two given semesters, or 

(ii) failed  to  achieve  an  average  Semester  GPA of  1.0  or  higher  for  two  consecutive 
semesters (not including the summer semester), or 

(iii) exceeded  the  maximum  period  of  registration  specified  in  Sc3,  unless  otherwise 
permitted by the Board of the Faculty. 

 

Advanced standing 
 

Sc6    Advanced standing may be granted to candidates in recognition of studies completed 
successfully before admission to the curriculum in accordance with UG2 of the Regulations for First 
Degree Curricula. Credits granted for advanced standing will be recorded on the transcript of the 
candidate but shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA. 

 

Assessment 
 

Sc7 
 

(a) Candidates shall be assessed for each of the courses for which they have registered, and 
assessment may be conducted in any combination of continuous assessment of coursework, 
written examinations and/or any other assessable activities.  Only passed courses will earn 
credits. 

 
(b)       Candidates who are unable, because of illness, to be present at the written examination of any 

course may apply for permission to present themselves at a supplementary examination of the 
same course to be held before the beginning of the First Semester of the following academic 
year.  Any such application shall be made on the form prescribed within two weeks of the first 
day of the candidate��s absence from any examination.  Any supplementary examination shall 
be part of that academic year��s examinations, and the provisions made in the regulations for 
failure at the first attempt shall apply accordingly. 

 
(c) Candidates shall not be permitted to repeat a course for which they have received a D grade 

or above for the purpose of upgrading. 
 
(d)      Candidates are required to make up for failed courses in the following manner: repeating the 

failed course by undergoing instruction and satisfying the assessment, or for elective courses, 
taking another course in lieu and satisfying the assessment requirements. 

 
(e)     There  shall  be  no  appeal  against  the  results  of  examinations  and  all  other  forms  of 

assessment. 

 

Award of BSc Degree 
 

Sc8 To be eligible for the award of the BSc degree, candidates shall have: 
 

(a) satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; 
 
(b) passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as prescribed 

in the regular major programme, or 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement by the accredited 
bodies) of the prescribed courses in the intensive major programme, of the BSc degree 
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curriculum. 

 

 

Honours classification 
 

Sc9 
 

(a)     Honours classifications shall be awarded in five divisions: First Class Honours, Second Class 
Honours Division One, Second Class Honours Division Two, Third Class Honours, and Pass. 
The classification of honours shall be determined by the Board of Examiners for the Degree of 
BSc in accordance with the following Cumulative GPA scores, with all courses taken (including 
failed courses, but �M�N�S�� �H�M�B�K�T�C�H�M�F�� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R�� �@�O�O�Q�N�U�D�C�� �A�X�� �S�G�D�� �2�D�M�@�S�D�� �F�Q�@�C�D�C�� �@�R�� �?�/�@�R�R������ �?�%�@�H�K���� �N�Q��
�?�#�H�R�S�H�M�B�S�H�N�M�������B�@�Q�Q�X�H�M�F���D�P�T�@�K���V�D�H�F�G�S�H�M�F�� 

 

Class of honours CGPA range 

First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 

Second Class Honours (2.40 �l 3.59) 

Division One  3.00 �l 3.59 

Division Two 2.40 �l 2.99 

Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 

Pass 1.00 �l 1.69 

 
(b)     Honours classification may not be determined solely on the basis of a candidate��s Cumulative 

GPA and the Board of Examiners for the Degree of BSc may, at its absolute discretion and 
with  justification,  award  a  higher  class  of  honours  to  a  candidate  deemed  to  have 
demonstrated meritorious academic achievement but whose Cumulative GPA falls below the 
range stipulated in UG9(a) of the higher classification by not more than 0.1 Grade Point. 

 
(c)      A list of candidates who have successfully completed all degree requirements shall be posted 

on Faculty noticeboards. 
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(d) For students admitted under the 4-year curriculum to the BSc degree curriculum to the first year in 
the academic year 2017-18 and thereafter, students admitted directly to the second year in the 
academic year 2018-19 and thereafter, and students admitted directly to the third year in the academic 
year 2019-20 and thereafter. 
 
(See also General Regulations and Regulations for First Degree Curricula) 

 
Definitions 

 

Sc12 For the purpose of these regulations and the syllabuses for the BSc degree, unless the 
context otherwise requires: 

 
�fScience cours�D�t means any course offered by the Faculty of Science, and the School of 
Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fAdvanced Science course�t means any level 3, 4 or above course offered by the Faculty of Science 
and the School of Biomedical Sciences. 

 
�fCours�D�t means a course of study, with a credit value expressed as a number of credit-units 
as specified in the syllabuses for a degree curriculum. 

 
�f�2yllabus�t means courses taught by departments, centres, and schools, offered under a degree 
curriculum. 

 
�fCredits�t or �f�B�Qedit-units�t means the value assigned to each course to indicate its study load relative 
to the total study load under a degree curriculum. The study load refers to the hours of student 
learning activities and experiences, both within and outside the classroom, and includes contact 
hours and time spent on assessment tasks and examinations.  Candidates who satisfactorily 
complete courses with a credit value earn the credits assigned to these courses. 

 

Admission to the BSc degree 

 
Sc2  To be eligible for admission to the BSc degree, candidates shall:  
(a) comply with the General Regulations; 

(b) comply with the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; and 
(c) satisfy all the requirements of the curriculum in accordance with these regulations and the 

syllabuses. 

 

Period of study 

 
Sc3     The curriculum for the BSc degree shall normally require eight semesters of full-time study, 
extending over not fewer than four academic years, and shall include any assessment to be held 
during and/or at the end of each semester.  Candidates shall not in any case be permitted to extend 
their studies beyond the maximum period of registration of six academic years. 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 This regulation should be read in conjunction with UG1 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula. 
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Selection of courses 
 

Sc4     Candidates shall select their courses in accordance with these regulations and the guidelines 
specified in the syllabuses before the beginning of each semester.  Any change to the selection of 
courses shall be made only during the add/drop period of the semester in which the course begins, 
and such changes shall not be reflected in the transcript of the candidate. Requests for changes after 
the designated add/drop period of the semester shall not be considered. 

 

Curriculum requirements and progression in curriculum 
 

Sc5 
 

(a) Candidates shall satisfy the requirements prescribed in UG5 of the Regulations of First Degree 
Curricula. 

 
(b) Candidates shall take not fewer than 240 credits, in the manner specified in these regulations 

and the syllabuses. 
 
(c) Candidates shall take at least 96 credits of Science courses including all required courses in the 

regular major programme, or at least 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement by the accredited 
bodies) of Science courses including all required courses in the intensive major programme, of 
the BSc degree curriculum. 

 
(d) Candidates shall normally be required to take not fewer than 24 credits nor more than 30 

credits in any one semester (except the summer semester) unless otherwise permitted or 
required by the Board of the Faculty, or except in the last semester of study when the number 
of outstanding credits required to complete the curriculum requirements may be fewer than 24 
credits. 

 
(e) Candidates may, of their own volition, take additional credits not exceeding 6 credits in each 

semester, and/or further credits during the summer semester, accumulating up to a maximum 
of 72 credits in one academic year. With the special permission of the Board of the Faculty, 
candidates may exceed the annual study load of 72 credits in a given academic year provided 
that the total number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 
288 credits for the normative period of study specified in the curriculum regulations, save as 
provided for under Sc5(f). 

 
(f) Where candidates are required to make up for failed credits, the Board of the Faculty may give 

permission for candidates to exceed the annual study load of 72 credits provided that the total 
number of credits taken does not exceed the maximum curriculum study load of 432 credits for 
the maximum period of registration specified in the curriculum regulations. 

 
(g) Candidates may, with the approval of the Board of the Faculty, transfer credits for courses 

completed at other institutions at any time during their candidature. The number of transferred 
credits will be recorded on the transcript of the candidate, but the results of courses completed 
at other institutions shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA.  The number of credits 
to be transferred shall not exceed half of the total credits normally required under the degree 
curricula of the candidates during their candidature at the University. 

 
(h) Candidates shall be recommended for discontinuation of their studies if they have: 
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(i) failed to complete successfully 36 or more credits in two consecutive semesters (not 
including the summer semester), except where they are not required to take such a number 
of credits in the two given semesters, or 

(ii) failed  to  achieve  an  average  Semester  GPA of  1.0  or  higher  for  two  consecutive 
semesters (not including the summer semester), or 

(iii) exceeded  the  maximum  period  of  registration  specified  in  Sc3,  unless  otherwise 
permitted by the Board of the Faculty. 

 

Advanced standing 
 

Sc6    Advanced standing may be granted to candidates in recognition of studies completed 
successfully before admission to the curriculum in accordance with UG2 of the Regulations for First 
Degree Curricula. Credits granted for advanced standing will be recorded on the transcript of the 
candidate but shall not be included in the calculation of the GPA. 

 

Assessment 
 

Sc7 
 

(a) Candidates shall be assessed for each of the courses for which they have registered, and 
assessment may be conducted in any combination of continuous assessment of coursework, 
written examinations and/or any other assessable activities.  Only passed courses will earn 
credits. 

 
(b)       Candidates who are unable, because of illness, to be present at the written examination of any 

course may apply for permission to present themselves at a supplementary examination of the 
same course to be held before the beginning of the First Semester of the following academic 
year.  Any such application shall be made on the form prescribed within two weeks of the first 
day of the candidate��s absence from any examination.  Any supplementary examination shall 
be part of that academic year��s examinations, and the provisions made in the regulations for 
failure at the first attempt shall apply accordingly. 

 
(c) Candidates shall not be permitted to repeat a course for which they have received a D grade 

or above for the purpose of upgrading. 
 
(d)      Candidates are required to make up for failed courses in the following manner: repeating the 

failed course by undergoing instruction and satisfying the assessment, or for elective courses, 
taking another course in lieu and satisfying the assessment requirements. 

 
(e)     There  shall  be  no  appeal  against  the  results  of  examinations  and  all  other  forms  of 

assessment. 

 

Award of BSc Degree 
 

Sc8 To be eligible for the award of the BSc degree, candidates shall have: 
 

(a) satisfied the requirements in UG5 of the Regulations for First Degree Curricula; 
 
(b) passed not fewer than 240 credits, comprising 96 credits of the required courses as prescribed 

in the regular major programme, or 144 credits (or a higher credit requirement by the accredited 
bodies) of the prescribed courses in the intensive major programme, of the BSc degree 
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curriculum. 

 

 

Honours classification 
 

Sc9 
 

(a)     Honours classifications shall be awarded in five divisions: First Class Honours, Second Class 
Honours Division One, Second Class Honours Division Two, Third Class Honours, and Pass. 
The classification of honours shall be determined by the Board of Examiners for the Degree of 
BSc in accordance with the following Graduation GPA scores, with all courses taken (including 
�E�@�H�K�D�C�� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R���� �A�T�S�� �M�N�S�� �H�M�B�K�T�C�H�M�F�� �B�N�T�Q�R�D�R�� �@�O�O�Q�N�U�D�C�� �A�X�� �S�G�D�� �2�D�M�@�S�D�� �F�Q�@�C�D�C�� �@�R�� �?�/�@�R�R������ �?�%�@�H�K���� �N�Q��
�?�#�H�R�S�H�M�B�S�H�N�M�������B�@�Q�Q�X�H�M�F���V�D�H�F�G�S�H�M�Fs which are proportionate to their credit values*: 

 

Class of honours GGPA range 

First Class Honours 3.60 �l 4.30 

Second Class Honours (2.40 �l 3.59) 

Division One  3.00 �l 3.59 

Division Two 2.40 �l 2.99 

Third Class Honours 1.70 �l 2.39 

Pass 1.00 �l 1.69 

 
(b)     Honours classification may not be determined solely on the basis of a candidate��s Graduation 

GPA and the Board of Examiners for the Degree of BSc may, at its absolute discretion and 
with  justification,  award  a  higher  class  of  honours  to  a  candidate  deemed  to  have 
demonstrated meritorious academic achievement but whose Graduation GPA falls below the 
range stipulated in UG9(a) of the higher classification by not more than 0.1 Grade Point. 

 
(c)      A list of candidates who have successfully completed all degree requirements shall be posted 

on Faculty noticeboards. 
 
* For students in the 2017-18 intake and thereafter who have successfully completed six Common 

Core courses, the calculation of Graduation GPA is subject to the proviso that either five Common 
Core courses with the highest grades (covering all four Areas of Inquiry), or all six courses will be 
counted towards Graduation GPA, depending on which generates the higher Graduation GPA. 

 

 



 
 
 

SECTION II 
Curriculum of 

BSc&MRes Degrees 
(Science Master Class) 
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1. Introduction  
 

This student handbook contains useful information related to your study, including curriculum 
structure and requirements, major/minor declaration, course selection procedures, academic 
advising, examination, progression and discontinuation and degree regulations.  You should 
familiarise yourself with the materials in this handbook.  Should you need help related to your study, 
you are most welcome to contact your Academic Adviser, the Course Selection Advisers or the 
Faculty Office. 

 

2. Curriculum of BSc&MRes Degrees (Science Master Class) 
 

All students admitted to the first year of the 6688 BSc&MRes programme in the academic year of 2021-
22 and thereafter are required to complete one Science major out of the 7 intensive Science majors 
as your major for the award of the BSc degree. In addition to the Science major, you may optionally 
take a minor offered by any Faculty, provided that you fully satisfy the course requirements within the 
maximum curriculum study load (i.e. 288 credits) of undergraduate courses for the normative period 
of study.  Students should note that some non-Science minors may require students to have achieved 
a minimum academic result before they are allowed to enrol in them.  
 
To complete the BSc&MRes curriculum, you have to pass not fewer than a total of 303 credits, 
consisting of not fewer than 240 credits for the Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree and 63 credits for 
the Master of Research (MRes) degree, normally spread over four years of full-time study for the 
Bachelor of Science Programme, with the Master of Research integrated into the BSc curriculum 
from Year 2 onwards. 
 
In your first 2 years of study, the normal course load is 72 credits a year, with no less than 30 credits 
nor more than 36 credits in the first/second semester. You may, of your own volition, take additional 
credits not exceeding 6 credits in each semester, and/or further credits during the summer semester, 
accumulating up to a maximum of 84 credits in one academic year. You should, however, note that 
the total number of credits of undergraduate courses taken cannot exceed the maximum curriculum 
study load of 288 credits (with inclusive of those advanced standing credits and/or transferred credits 
granted, if any) for the normative period of study. 
 
(a) The BSc Degree (240 credits): 
 
To complete the BSc degree curriculum, you have to pass at least 240 credits, equivalent to 40          
6-credit courses, which comprises: 
(i)  UG5: 

- 2 English courses and 1 Chinese course for university language requirements (18 credits) 
- 4 common core courses, including one course from each Area of Inquiry (24 credits) 

(ii)  Intensive Science major: 
- 24 - 25 courses for the intensive Science major including 2 Science Foundation courses#, 

Disciplinary courses and capstone course(s) (144 - 150 credits) 
- A choice of 8 - 9 courses as elective courses, or to fulfil the requirements of a minor (36-48 

credits)  
The intensive science majors available include the followings: 

- Biological Sciences (Intensive) 
- Chemistry (Intensive) 
- Ecology & Biodiversity (Intensive) 
- Geology (Intensive) 
- Mathematics (Intensive) 
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- Molecular Biology & Biotechnology (Intensive) 
- Physics (Intensive) 

 
The syllabuses of the intensive science majors can be found at 
https://webapp.science.hku.hk/sr4/servlet/enquiry  
 
You are expected to have 1-year abroad experience in a university for exchange/visiting study and/or 
conducting research project (e.g. Summer Research Fellowship, Overseas Research Fellowship) in 
either Year 2 or 3. 
 
Students have to achieve a CGPA of 3.6 or above at the end of Year 2 to remain enrolled in this dual 
degree programme, or else they have to switch to the 6901 BSc programme. 
 
Notes: 
 
# Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2020-21 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following 
qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1111: 
 
- Level 4 or above in Mathematics Extended Part Module 1 or 2 in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education 

(HKDSE) 
- Level 5 or above in Mathematics Higher Level in International Baccalaureate (IB) 
- Grade B or above in Mathematics and Further Mathematics in General Certificate of Education Advanced Level 

(GCEAL) 
- Mathematics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
 
It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1111. Those who do not take this course should take a 6-credit 
disciplinary elective course of the science major in lieu. 
 
Candidates who have been admitted to Year 1 in 2021-22 (and thereafter) and have achieved any one of the following 
qualifications are exempted from taking SCNC1112: 
 
- Level 4 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
- Level 5 or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Higher Level in International Baccalaureate (IB) 
- Grade B or above in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (GCEAL) 
- Biology, Chemistry, and Physics qualification in Gao Kao will be considered on a case-by-case basis  
 
It is optional for them to take the course SCNC1112. Those who do not take this course should take a 6-credit 
disciplinary elective course of the science major in lieu. 

 
 
 
(b) The MRes Degree (63 credits): 
 
The MRes of the programme consists of course work and research project.  Each student must 
complete at least 63 credits, including one compulsory course on research ethics (3 credits), 18 
credits of Faculty-offered Research Postgraduate courses, and 42 credits of a research project. The 
project report of the research project will be in the form of a literature review paper and an original 
research paper in the relevant field. You are expected to take the research ethics course (3 credits) 
in year 2 and the other postgraduate courses of the MRes component starting from the semester 1 
of year 3. 
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(c) Sample study path for BSc&MRes students 
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