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Regional challenges and opportunities

- Population growth and development

- Urbanization and climate change

- Hyperdiverse tropical ecosystems

- Recent advances in tools

- Increases in available data (e.g. genomics, 

microbiomes, stable isotope analysis, 

remote sensing, citizen science) 
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Stable Isotope Mass Spectrometry Laboratory (SIRMS)

Isocamp - Asia

Facilities



Ecology & Biodiversity

The Swire Institute of Marine Science (SWIMS)

Facilities

Water 
chemistry 

Environmental 
DNA 

DNA & 
Biodiversity data 

Autonomous Monitoring Structures 
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Research strengths: I. Marine science

Connell et al, Russell, Current Biology, 2017

Nagelkerken, Russell et al, Nature Climate Change, 2015
Yasuhara et al, Biological Reviews, 2017

Breitburg et al, Science, 2018
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Schunter et al, Nature Eco & Evo, 2018

Research strengths: II. Evolutionary and environmental biology

Baker et al, ISME J, 2018

Dineshram et al, Thiyagarajan,

Global Change Biology, 2016
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Research strengths: III. Global change and conservation

Economo et al, Geunard, N Comms, 2018

Barlow et al, Nature, 2018

Pecl et al, Science, 2017

Guo, Lenoir & Bonebrake, N Comms, 2018
Scheffers et al, Science, 2016

Reid et al, Biol Reviews, 2018
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Research strengths: III. Global change and conservation

Wu et al, Science, 2016 Ashton et al, Science, 2019
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Post-graduate experience

“The things I like most are its 
diversity in culture, the 
freedom the city gives you, 
the international atmosphere 
you can experience.” 

– Ying CHEN, Ph.D. candidate
China

“There are many reasons why I chose 
to move to Hong Kong. For one, the 
universities in Hong Kong offer well 
funded scholarships for students. 
There is also guaranteed funding to 
attend conferences during your 
studies, so you can travel 
internationally to network and present 
your work. Hong Kong is such an 
international city, you will definitely 
meet interesting and like-minded 
people”

.– Ying LUO, M.Phil candidate
Australia
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Internationally recognized for regional and global studies on ecology and biodiversity… division 

growing towards developing science and research with the highest impact.

Cornerstone for environmental research and innovation

2020 QS Rankings

HKU = 22nd

14th – Best student cities

Biological Sciences = top 100

Earth & Marine Science = 50


