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Press release For immediate release
HKU Excels in RGC’s Latest Funding Exercise
29 July 2026

The University of Hong Kong (HKU) is delighted to announce its success in securing significant funding from
the Research Grants Council's (RGC) Areas of Excellence (AoE) Scheme, the Theme-based Research Scheme
(TRS) and the Strategic Topics Grant for 2026/27.

Five HKU Scholars receive funding for three Collaborative Research Projects:

Avreas of Excellence Scheme

Principal Coordinator: Professor Ed X. Wu

Chair of Biomedical Engineering, Lam Woo Professorship in Biomedical Engineering

Project Title: Center for Next Generation Magnetic Resonance Imaging Technologies for Accessible Healthcare

Principal Coordinator: Professor Juha MERILA
Chair Professor, School of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science
Project Title: Centre for Safe, Sustainable and Legal Wildlife Trade

Theme-based Research Scheme

Principal Coordinator: Professor Han WANG

Professor, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Director, Center for Advanced Semiconductors and Integrated Circuits

Project Title: 3D-Integrated Power Delivery Technology for Advanced Al Chip Modules

Principal Coordinator: Professor Dragan Gasevi¢
Chair Professor, Faculty of Education, School of Computing and Data Science
Project Title: Development and Assessment of Human Capacities for Productive Human-Al Interaction
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Strategic Topics Grant

Project Coordinator: Prof Tatia LEE Mei-chun

Chair Professor of Psychological Science and Clinical Psychology, May Endowed Professor in
Neuropsychology

Project Title: An Integrated Al Solution for Large-Scale Improvement of Emotional Health among Older
Populations: Risk Assessment of Depression and Intervention for Ageing Needs, Challenges, and
Empowerment System (RADIANCE)

Professor Stephanie Ma, Vice-President and Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Research) (Interim), HKU, expressed her
encouragement upon the University’s success in securing substantial funding under the three schemes. She said,
“I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Research Grants Council for its invaluable support of HKU’s
interdisciplinary research endeavours. The significant funding awarded not only recognises our research
excellence across pioneering fields spanning Biomedical Engineering, Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Biological Sciences, Education, Psychology and beyond, but also reaffirms our leading position in global
research and strengthens collaborations with institutions worldwide. 1 would also like to express my deep
appreciation to our dedicated research teams whose creativity and commitment have made these achievements
possible.”
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