
 
 

 

Press release                                                                                          For immediate release 
 

 
Distinguished Chemist Professor Vivian Wing-Wah YAM elected as next President of 

The International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development (IOCD) 
 

March 8, 2022 
 
Renowned scholar Professor Vivian Wing-Wah YAM, Dean of Science (Interim) and Philip 
Wong Wilson Wong Professor in Chemistry and Energy from The University of Hong Kong, 
has been elected by the General Assembly of The International Organization for Chemical 
Sciences in Development (IOCD) as its next President, following the footsteps of two top-
notch scientists and former Presidents – Nobel Laureates Professors Glenn T SEABORG 
(USA), Founding President, and Jean-Marie LEHN (France), Immediate Past President.   
 
Professor Yam extends her heartfelt gratitude to IOCD. “I felt humbled to be elected as IOCD’s 
third President and looked forward to working with the members of IOCD to further promote 
the central role of chemical  sciences in meeting the great challenges that the world faces in the 
21st Century – in particular, in achieving a sustainable and equitable future for all,” said 
Professor Yam. 
 
Both IOCD’s outgoing President, Professor Lehn, and IOCD’s Executive Director, Professor 
Federico Rosei, warmly welcomed the appointment. They noted that Professor Yam is an 
outstanding scientist who has also shown great dedication to sustainable development and to 
advancing the role of women in science, both of which are core to IOCD's mission. 
 
Professor Yam obtained both her BSc (First Class Hons) and PhD from HKU. Her research 
interests include inorganic/organometallic chemistry, supramolecular chemistry, photophysics 
and photochemistry, and metal-based molecular functional materials. Her career has been 
marked by many major awards for her highly distinguished scientific contributions – she 
was a recipient of the American Chemical Society (ACS) National Award – the 2022 Josef 
Michl ACS Award in Photochemistry. She was also honoured with designation as the inaugural 
Pioneer in Energy Research by ACS Energy and Fuels in 2021, with a Special Issue dedicated 
to her. In 2020 she was awarded the Porter Medal by the European Photochemistry 
Association, the Inter-American Photochemistry Society and the Asian and Oceanian 
Photochemistry Association. 
 
Professor Yam is an elected Member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (2001), Fellow of 
The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) (2006), International Member of the US National 
Academy of Sciences (2012), Foreign Member of Academia Europaea (2015), and Founding 
Member of the Hong Kong Academy of Sciences (2015). She was Laureate of the 2011 
L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Award. Furthermore, she was the recipient of the 
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) Centenary Medal in 2005/06, RSC Ludwig Mond Award 
in 2015, Japanese Photochemistry Association (JPA) Eikohsha Award in 2006, Japan Society 
of Coordination Chemistry (JSCC) International Award in 2016, and a Croucher Senior 



 
 

 

Research Fellowship in 2000/01, etc. She has been serving as the Chief Editor for Chemistry 
for the new flagship journal Natural Sciences of Wiley since 2020. 
 
About IOCD   
IOCD was founded in a meeting hosted at UNESCO, Paris in July 1981 and subsequently 
registered in Belgium as a not-for-profit non-governmental organization. Its mission is to 
promote the pursuit and application of the chemical sciences for sustainable, equitable human 
development and economic growth, through repositioning chemistry as a science for the benefit 
of society. 
 
For media enquiries, please contact Ms Casey To, External Relations Officer (tel: 3917 4948; 
email: caseyto@hku.hk / Ms Cindy Chan, Assistant Director of Communications of HKU, 
Faculty of Science (tel: 3917 5286; email: cindycst@hku.hk). 
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Image 1: Professor Vivian Wing-Wah YAM, Dean of Science (Interim) and Philip Wong 
Wilson Wong Professor in Chemistry and Energy at HKU was elected as the new President of 
The International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development. 

 


