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Abstract Body: VISTA Variables in the Vía Láctea (VVV) is a public ESO near- infrared (near-IR) variability survey
aimed at scanning the Milky Way Bulge and an adjacent section of the mid-plane. The survey covers an area of 562
sqdeg in the Galactic bulge and the southern disk, containing a billion point sources. In this work we discuss the
selection of nearby M-type dwarf stars using multicolor cuts. The ZYJHKs photometry allows an accurate estimation of
the spectral types of the M-dwarf candidates. Our procedure is applied for fields located far from the Galactic center
where the photometric quality is best. The results of this search covering 15 sqdeg allow us to estimate the total
number of M-dwarfs that can be photometrically monitored in the VVV database. In addition, we analyze the light
curves of the ~10000 best candidate M-dwarf stars searching for extrasolar planetary transits. In this poster we
present the light curves of a hundred good transit candidates, and select those that lie in the HZ around their parent
stars.
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